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BIALL LEGAL RESEARCH TRAINING PACKS: ENGLISH LAW (CIVIL 
LITIGATION) 
 
Produced on behalf of BIALL by Nicola Mason: TFL 
 
 
LEGISLATION AND CASES - ANSWERS AND METHODOLOGY 
 
1. When did section 31 of the Access to Justice Act 1999 come into force? 

 
2 June 2003 (SI 2003/1241) 
 
Hard Copy 
• Halsbury’s Is It In Force: This is arranged chronologically so go to the 1999 Acts and 

then they are listed alphabetically. This is only updated once a year so you also need 
to go to the “Noter Up” that includes more recent information. 

 
Electronic 
• JustCite: Enter the name of the Act then select section 31 from the Outline. The 

details are under the Amendments section. 
 
• LexisNexis Butterworths: Under the “Commentary Tab”, select source as “Halsbury’s 

Is it in Force”. Then search for the name of the act. 
 
• Westlaw: Once you have located the act by searching under its title and provision 

number, go to “Links for”, then “Analysis” and this will provide you with 
commencement information and in force date.  
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BIALL’S LEGAL RESEARCH TRAINING PACKS: IRISH LAW 
 
 
Produced on behalf of BIALL by Margaret Byrne of the Law Society of Ireland 

 
 
CONSTITUTION (BUNREACHT NA HÉIREANN) 
 
Find an official copy of the Constitution, updated to include all amendments 

 
 
A copy can be found via the Irish government web site www.gov.ie and click on link 
to ‘Publications of major interest’. 
 
 
 
LEGISLATION: ANSWERS AND SUGGESTED METHODOLOGY 
 
1. Find an original (unamended) version of the Company Law Enforcement Act 

2001 without annotations. 
 

• Hardcopy version of the act in the bound volume of the Acts of the Oireachtas 
2001. 

 
• Acts of the Oireachtas (Irish Parliament) since 1922, in their original form as 

enacted, can be downloaded from the electronic Irish Statute Book on the 
government web site: www.gov.ie. Click on link to Irish Statute Book, or, 
directly, at www.irishstatutebook.ie  

 
• While most of the older bound volumes of the acts are no longer in print, 

copies of each act can be purchased from: Government Publications, 51 St 
Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2. Tel: 003531 6476850; Fax: 003531 6476843. 

 
 
 


