Wendy Lynwood, Subject Librarian, Birkbeck, University of London 

Wendy has worked at Birkbeck for 6 years, in addition to being the subject librarian for Law she is also responsible for the interestingly titled department of Psychosocial Studies. Prior to Birkbeck she worked at the London School of Economics, Middlesex University and the law firm SJ Berwin.

Wendy is currently on the Editorial Panel for CILIP Update & Gazette and is also a member of the Editorial Board of Legal Information Management. 

She is particularly interested in issues around part-time learners, and how to use VLEs effectively, though she is still chasing the holy grail of getting lecturers to submit their reading lists and digitisation requests more than a week before the start of term.

Synopsis
Academic Law Librarians: Wallflowers or Social Butterflies

With compulsory redundancies, zero-based reviews and everyone nervously watching their backs, alliances are more important than ever within Higher Education. In a world where circulation is moving over to self-service, everyone's best friend is Google and library spaces are full of funky furniture and chat, it is vital to prove our worth. 

This session will examine three very different institutions; LSE, Birkbeck and City to demonstrate where the key relationships lie within the School, central departments and in the wider HE community. Maria, Wendy and Emily will compare and contrast their approaches and will talk about the successful partnerships that they have built, and identify the factors that have ensured their success. They will also examine honestly attempts at collaboration that were less successful and will share their ideas on how they hope to take these forward. 

The session will look at the relationships involved when delivering teaching and learning support; resource provision within the VLE; delivering and embedding information literacy and research skills within courses; and academic and research support such as raising researchers’ visibility via Institutional Repositories. The importance of making allies in other central departments such as IT, Marketing, and the Alumni Office will also be discussed. The institutions may be different but the presenters will illustrate the common areas that have helped them succeed. 

The session will enable delegates to share their own experiences of partnership working and take away ideas for future collaborations within their own institutions and across the HE community.  

